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What is Direct Income Support? 

ÅDirect Income Support is a basic service 
provided by almost all middle income 
countries-ƛǘΩǎ ōƻǘƘ ŀ catalyst and indicator of 
MIC status 
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Why Direct Income Support? 

1. Income security is a basic human 

right to which all citizens are 

entitled  

ïUniversal Declaration of Human Rights 1948 
guarantees the right to social security and an 
adequate standard of living 
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Why Direct Income Support? 

2. Uganda has signed up to regional 

commitments on Social protection  

- Livingstone Call to Action (2006) calls on countries 
in Africa to put in place costed plans for the implementation 
of Direct Income Support programmes.  

 

- AU Social Policy Framework (2008) calls on 
member governments to recognize that social protection is a 
state obligation, with provisions in national legislations. 
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Why Direct Income Support? 

3: Itõs a Constitutional Commitment 

 
-Article ·L± ¦ƎŀƴŘŀΩǎ Constitution (1995)- 

 All Ugandans enjoy rights and opportunities and 
 access ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΧ ŘŜŎŜƴǘ 
 shelter, adequate clothing, food security and 
 pension and retirement benefits.  
 

-The National Objectives and Directive Principles of State 
Policy  
 άThe State shall make reasonable provision for the 
 welfare ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƎŜŘΦέ  
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Why Direct Income Support? 

4. The National Development Plan 

identifies Direct Income Support as a key 
strategy for socio-economic transformation  

 

5. Election Manifesto Promise  

NRM, FDC & DP have committed to provide 
Senior Citizen grants 
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Why Direct Income Support? 

ÅA visible means for Government to directly reach vulnerable 

citizens, deliver tangible benefits  and demonstrate 

government commitment 

 

Å In almost all middle & high income countries ς and an 

increasing number of low income countries -  Direct Income 

Support is a core government service 

 

ÅSenior Citizen Grants are often the starting point for Direct 

Income Support across the world 
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Why Senior Citizen Grants? 
ÅLiving a long life is a great achievement ! 

 
ÅOlder persons have made immense 

contributions to building and developing the 

country since independence  

ïPaying tax 
ïLiberation struggles 
ïWorking and supporting the economy 
ïCaring for their children and grand children 
ïCaring for Orphans due to HIV/AIDS 
 

ÅGrandmothers care for grandchildren  and 

enables working age parents to produce food 

for their families or enter the labour market.  

 
 



Why Senior Citizens Grants? 

Yet, as people age, they gradually become less able to 
provide for themselves and become increasingly dependent 
on others.  
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Why Senior Citizen Grants? 

ÅUganda has a rich tradition of care and respect for the 
elderly .¦¢Χ 
 

ÅWeakening Traditional Care support system due to: 
ïUrbanisation 
ïPoverty 
ïImpact of HIV/AIDS 
ïRural-urban migration 

 

Å93 % of older persons do not have any form of formal 
income security 
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Why Senior Citizens Grants? 

15 % of households have an older person (Total 6.23M) i.e. 934K  

 

72% of older persons are Heads of Household  

 

85% active Older persons engaged in crop farming  

 

2.1  Million  children under the care of older persons  

 

29% Poverty rate of Households with an older Household  

 

 

 



Irreversible long term effects of hunger on  human 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΧ 
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International Evidence of Impact of 
Direct Income Transfers 
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What Senior Citizen Grants can do 
older persons and their families 

Sustained, regular and reliable direct income 
support  will: 

Å Reduce old age poverty and destitution 

Å2ÅÓÔÏÒÅ ÏÌÄÅÒ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÓȭ ÄÉÇÎÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ independence 

Å Reintegrates older people into informal care support networks 

Å Support active older persons to be more productive 

Å Improve nutrition among children 

Å Increase access to health and education services 

 



In some countries social protection reduces poverty gaps by about 
halfτand tackles destitution even more effectively 
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SOURCE: STATISTICS SOUTH AFRICA (GHS 2005, I&E 2000) AND EPRI 

Impact of South Africaôs social grants on poverty and destitution 
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Impacts of SCG on Poverty in Uganda 

National implementation of the SCG would have significant 
impacts on poverty: 

 

Å30% of beneficiary households would be lifted above the 
poverty line 

 

ÅThe poverty gap among households with over-65s would 
reduce by 79% 

 

ÅThe national poverty gap would be reduced by 17%.  
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Impacts of SCG on Poverty: Number of Individuals 
benefitting & lifted out of poverty 
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